Through examination of 125 specimens of the marine greater lizard fish Saurida undosquamis (Richardson, 1848) obtained from Zagazig fish market and its source from Gulf of Suez, the overall prevalence was 44.8%. The parasitic fauna was composed of Acanthocephala; Serrasentis sagittifer (prevalence: 12.8%), Cestoda; Oncodiscus sauridae (prevalence: 5.6%), Nematoda; Echinocephalus species larvae (prevalence: 4%), female of Philometra species (prevalence: 13.6%) and Trematoda; Lecithochirium grandiporum (prevalence: 16%) and juvenile didymozoid; Neotorticaecum (prevalence: 2.4%). The most prevalent parasitic fauna was nematodes followed by trematodes then acanthocephala and cestodes. The detected parasitic fauna was morphologically described by light microscope.
INTRODUCTION
The Red Sea is one of the major centers of global marine biodiversity which has a very rich and varied fish fauna (Galli et al., 2007) . The lizard fish is a widely distributed fish in the Red Sea. One of the most important commercial and economic fish species of family Synodontidae from Gulf of Suez, Egypt is the brushtooth lizardfish Saurida undosquamis. It is a marine carnivorous fish that feeds on 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Totally 125 specimens of Saurida undosquamis fish were examined for different classes of parasites. Fish were purchased from Zagazig fish market and its source from Gulf of Suez, Egypt, during the period from October 2016 to 
RESULTS
A total of 125 marine greater lizard fish (S. undosquamis) specimens were investigated for parasitic infection. Out of the examined fish, 56 fish (44.8%) were naturally infected by at least one parasite. The most prevalent parasitic fauna was nematodes (17.6%) followed by trematodes (16.8%) then acanthocephala (12.8%) and cestodes (5.6%), Table (1) . Six species of parasites were recovered from the fish host, Table ( 2). One Acanthocephala (Serrasentis sagittifer), one Cestoda (Oncodiscus sauridae), two Nematoda (Echinocephalus species larvae, and female of Philometra species) and two Trematoda (Lecithochirium grandiporum and Juvenile didymozoid; Neotorticaecum) were identified as follows:
Serrasentis sagittifer (Linton, 1889) (Figure 1)
Description: the body was elongated and narrow posteriorly, measured 2.94-5.46 mm (Fig. 1A) . The proboscis was long (0.56-0.90 mm), club-shaped and supported with longitudinal rows of hooks. The spineless neck followed by the trunk which is supported anteriorly with collar rows of spines then multiple incomplete rows of spines like combs (18-24 rows) on its ventral surface (Fig.  1B) . In male specimens, testes were ovoid in shape, nearly equal in size (measured 0.086-0.089 mm) and tandem in position (Fig. 1C) . Primordial of four pyriform cement glands were located at the posterior end of the body (Fig. 1E ). Female body (Fig. 1A) was usually larger than that of the male. Vagina was surrounded by two pairs of vaginal muscles with the uterus having a conical shape (Fig. 1D ). Type habitat and infection site: the intestine of infected fish host.
Taxonomic summary
Prevalence: 7 out of 125 specimens were found to be naturally infected (5.6%).
Echinocephalus species larvae (Figure 3)
Description: the body of the larvae was coiled and measured 8.54-12.87 mm long and 0.29-0.38 mm wide. The anterior end of the body had a characteristic head bulb measured 0.23-0.30 x 0.34-0.40 mm in average size, armed with 6 concentric rows of hooklets. The hooklets were sharp single-pointed tips and curved posteriorly. It had a pair of lips surrounding an elongated mouth in the center of cephalic region protruded at the anterior end (Fig. 3A) , followed by a club-shape esophagus and a brownish intestine. The anal opening was subterminal and opened at the ventral surface of the posterior end (Fig. 3B ). Type habitat and infection site: larvae were found in the stomach wall, gonads, and peritoneal cavity of infected fish host.
Taxonomic summary
Prevalence: 5 out of 125 specimens were found to be naturally infected (4%).
Philometra species (Figure 3)
Description: body was elongated, slender, dark brown to brownish in color. The anterior end was rounded. Body length was 11.00-55.96 mm, width 0.11-0.21 mm. Oesophagus was narrow, swollen near mouth prior to nerve ring forming a distinct muscular bulb. Ventriculus was small. Uterus occupied most space of body and filled with numerous larvae (fig. 3D ). Posterior end rounded ( fig. 3E ). Type habitat and infection site: gonads and peritoneal cavity of infected fish.
Taxonomic summary
Prevalence: 17 out of 125 specimens were found to be naturally infected with female of this species (13.6%).
Lecithochirium grandiporum (Rudolphi 1819) (Figure 4)
Description: body length measured 2.35-2.60 mm with an invaginated ecsoma, and reached 2.52-2.69 mm with evaginated ecsoma. Width was 0.42-0.75 mm at ovarian level. The oral sucker was subterminal (0.09-0.12 mm in diameter) and large circular ventral sucker projected from the body and measured 0.17-0.25 mm in diameter. Ecsoma located at the hind body was well developed. Pharynx was large, and the esophagus was short. Intestinal caeca were often inflated with anterior region and end blindly close to the base of ecsoma. The two testes (0.13-0.16 mm in diameter) were ovoid in shape located in ventral field of the body and well separated from each other. Ovary (0.14-0.22 mm in diameter) was subspherical, posttesticular and widely separated from testes by uterine loops. Uterus was long, coiled, filled with eggs. Vitellaria were two compact masses located posterior to ovary ( fig. 4 A, B & C) . Prevalence: 20 out of 125 specimens were found to be naturally infected (16%).
Taxonomic summary

Neotorticaecum Kurochkin & Nikolaeva (1978) (Figure 4 D & E)
Description: body was elongated with smooth cuticle. The body length was 2.27-2.35 mm and width was 0.27-0.28 mm). The oral sucker was subterminal, followed by a muscular pharynx and a large ventral sucker, measured 0.11-0.12 mm in diameter. Oesophagus was narrow and bifurcated anterior to the ventral sucker and encircled by glandular cells (fig. 4E ). Caeca chambers posterior to ventral sucker increasing in size as they reach the end of body. Excretory vesicle was saccular located posterior to caeca ( fig. 4D ). Type habitat and infection site: muscle, intestine and peritoneal cavity of infected fish host.
Taxonomic summary
Prevalence of infection: three out of 125 specimens were found to be naturally infected (2.4%). Results of this study have revealed that out of the collected parasites, only one cestode species; Oncodiscus sauridae were detected from intestine of the examined fish host with a prevalence rate of 5.6%. Nearly similar prevalence rate (9%) was recorded in S. tumbil from the Indo-Pacific region. 
